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[ Abstract] Objective To explore the characterigtics of phonological encoding of Chinese disyllabic compound words in patients with
mild cognition impairment (MCI) . Methods 10 patientswith MCI and 10 normal controls who matched with the aye, gender , leve of ed-
ucation and handedness performed homophone judgment task. In thistask , apicture with a disyllabic compound name waspresented , after
100 msof the presentation there would be a Chinese character below thepicture. Subjects were asked to judge whether one of the mor-
pheme in the picture name was homophonic to the character. The reaction time and error ratio were analyzed statigticaly. Results In the
normal controls, the reaction timefor the second congtituents was shorter than that for thefirst congtituents, while there were no difference
between the first and second congtituents reaction timein MCl patients. The error ratio of thefirst and second congtituents showed no dif-
ference in normd ocontrols, but MClI patients made more error ratefor thefirst congtituents. Conclusion Asthe heathy ederly ,the MCI pa
tients have same pattern in phonologica coding of Chinese disyllabic compound words, but much dower in activation peed, indicating the
impairment of semantic memory and phonologica activation in patients with MCI.
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